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teeth every few days to keep them a nice ebony
hue as the cdlor soon wears off."
Black teeth are now a rarity and the author
has encountered only three black-toothed women
in Tokyo during the past two years.
"I think Japanese women have always been
vainer about their hair than anything else," said
Mr. Nakai. "There are some who still pride them-
selves on the blackness of their tresses and so use
a shampoo made ftom fmori, a kind of seaweed,
eggs and wheat flour. The funori is boiled until
it becomes starchy and is then mixed with the
other ingredients."
One of the Hyakusuke's most important pro-
ducts has always been hair oil. It can be had in
either wax or liquid form. Camellia, sesame and
rapeseed oil Mr. Nakai considers to be the best.
Modem oils are obnoxiously scented, even those
used by men.
v "You see, most Japanese have little knowledge
about cosmetics and do not buy them for their quality
but because of their scents and decorative designs,
I am sorry to say. That is why so much perfume is
used and foreign letters are prominently displayed
on the wrappers. Some of the oil used by barber
shops just has to be scented. Since the China
Incident olive oil has been so scarce that bando-